WRITTEN TESTIMONY

March 29, 2012

Joint Committee on Judiciary
Room 2500, Legislative Office Building
Hartford, CT 06106

Members of the Judiciary Committee,

Last year the Connecticut General Assembly made the right decision by reforming municipal
recreational liabllity in our state. Municipalities and quasi-public agencies like the Metropolitan District
Commission can continue to keep their lands open to the public for recreational enjoyment without the
fear of lawsuits except in the most unreasonable or reckless circumstances. This is a win for people who
enjoy the outside as well as for tax or rate payers.

SB 445, AN ACT CONCERNING LIABILITY FOR THE RECREATIONAL USE OF LAND, seeks to undo
the progress made last year by exempting areas such as beaches, boardwalks and sidewalks from the
lands immune from normal negligence claims. Much of the testimony last year encouraging reform
came from people who enjoy using walking paths or bike paths. This bill would revert to the bad old
days of two years ago and encourage trails to be closed once more.

We urge the Judiciary Committee to vote this bill down. This same issue was addressed last year
and an almost unanimous legislature listened to the people and their desire to keep our parks and
woods open to public use. Please respect that and vote down SB 445,

Very Truly Yours,

/s/ /s/

Brendan Mahoney Dario Del Puppo

160 Fairfield Ave, Apt 2 349 West Preston Street
Hartford, CT 06114 Hartford, CT 06114




